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And 

We are experiencing a period of rapid CHANGE; has
generated a lot of anxiety ... health, ‘panic buying’.
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And 

We are experiencing a period of rapid CHANGE; has
generated a lot of anxiety ... health, ‘panic buying’.

- A great many of these are used in the context of
being in the presence of the DIVINE.

Apparently, the most common phrase used in
Scripture is:  “DO NOT BE AFRAID”

This shows us that under normal circumstances, our natural
reaction to being in God’s presence is fear ... even terror.
Why? ... our SIN.   (p1007)

This needs to put things in perspective:
The coronavirus is NOT WORTHY of our fear ... because
God is GREATER than this virus.
God is GREATER than its impact on our way of life.
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And 
God Is Greater

Period

And 

And if we are His child, if we submit ourselves to His
leadership, then He will never leave us or forsake us.  The
stresses of this life will NOT matter.

When we come into a crisis situation, the church needs to
stand up and be strong in the Lord, because we serve a
a living and powerful God.

Our connection to Him is through his Word and Prayer.

This Lesson:  Focus On Prayer
Prayer is an exercise of our FAITH ... reinforces dependence

- Doubt sees the obstacles ... Faith sees the way
- Doubt sees the darkest night ... Faith sees the day
- Doubt dreads to take a step ... Faith soars on high
- Doubt questions ‘Who Believes?” ... Faith answers “I”

(p600) - We need to pray/wait on the Lord
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Scripture Reading: Acts 12:1-17

Unless Otherwise Noted
Translation:  ESV

(p920-1)

And 

In Times Of Crisis

The church of the first century was familiar with
persecution ... things that would normally cause stress.

(p911-2) 
their preaching the gospel and doing a good deed to a cripple.

Peter and John were arrested because of

(p913-4) 
subsequently beaten, then released.

All of the apostles were arrested, and

(p916) 
Council, and was stoned to death; led to church scattering.

The disciple, Stephen, was brought before

(p916-7) 
men and women - put them in prison; hunting them down.

Church scattered; Saul dragged off

- In short order, two of the TWELVE could be gone.

When we get to , the church experiences
another crisis – the apostle James is killed by the
sword; then Peter is seized and put in prison.
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And 

In Times Of Crisis

The church was engaged in ‘earnest prayer’ for Peter ( ).
And a group of Christians were praying at Mary’s house,
the mother of Mark ( ).

- Maybe: protect him; safe from harm; fair trial

We don’t know what the specific content of their
prayers were on behalf of Peter.

But To Totally FREE Him?  
UNTHINKABLE!

(judging by the reactions to Peter being at the door)

Application For Us
 Sometimes when we pray, we might not expect God to 

answer; may doubt, may think our request is too big
 Remember: Prayer is an exercise of our faith

And 

In Times Of Crisis

Do we sometimes pray with a view that God is too
small; that my problem is actually bigger than Him?

(p471) 
PRESENT HELP in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear though

“God is our refuge and strength, a VERY

the earth gives way.”
(p601) 

dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help
“fear not, for I am with you; be not

you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Now here’s an example of not being afraid because
of the presence of God.

- For the ungodly, God is terrifying ... But if we have fellowship
with the Lord, His presence is comforting.

- In the verse, God says “I will” three times - He takes action on
our behalf; when God’s people come into crisis, He’s there.  
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And 

In Times Of Crisis

Application For Us (Continued)
 Sometimes when we pray, we might not expect God to 

answer; may doubt, may think our request is too big
 The unthinkable answer to prayer: we may so under-

estimate God, that we fail to even ask God what we really
want to ask.
- We don’t know if this was the case for the folks in Mary’s
house, but they were stunned by the action of God.

When we speak to God in prayer, we need to recognize
what God CAN DO.
E.g., Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

(p740) 
us – didn’t know what God would do; but they knew what 

These men are highly identifiable with

God COULD DO.

In our prayer of adoration: Acknowledge His POWER.

And 

In Times Of Crisis
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And 

In Times Of Crisis

REMEMBER:
God Is Far Greater
Than Any Crisis

We have challenges ahead, but don’t focus on them. “Set
your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on the earth” ( p984).

Set Your Mind On Him,
And He Will Be With You


