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FAITH
by TRIAL

And 

FAITH
- Faith is stated by Scripture as
ESSENTIAL for pleasing God
( p1007)

- Our faith is INTENDED grow

What is involved in faith:
1.  Belief in God ( p1007)
2.  Trust in God and His Word ( p528)
3.  Reliance on God ( p982)
4.  Seek to obey/serve God ( p1012)

(p1007) 
please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe

“without faith it is impossible to

that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”

(p528) 
and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”

(p982) 
strengthens me.”

“I can do all things through him who(p1012) 
and I have works.’  Show me your faith apart from your works,

“But someone will say, ‘You have faith

and I will show you my faith by my works.”

The Nature of Faith
It is our conviction (that is joined with our love) that
MOVES US to do the things of God.

It is the BACKBONE of a child of God.
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Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:8-22

Unless Otherwise Noted
Translation:  ESV

(p1007-8)

And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

Abraham is commonly known as ‘the father of the faithful’
which probably was inspired by (p941), “That
is why it depends on faith ... not only to the adherent of the
law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham,
who is the father of us all.”
- The faith of Abraham was held in high regard.  His life is a
great example of a life lived in obedient, trusting faith.

Here are some truths about faith (as reflected in Abraham)
that should inspire the faith we need to develop.

1. Faith Gives Our Life DIRECTION
(p1007-8) 

called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance.
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was

And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”
- Abraham had a home, a livelihood; according to the world’s
standards, his life already had a direction.
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And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

1. Faith Gives Our Life DIRECTION (cont’d)
- But God spoke to Abraham to leave:  his country, his kindred,
his father’s house ( p8).

- And he was to travel ... you could say without a GPS.  He did
not know where he was going.

- Remember the BACKBONE of what faith is:

The world would see this as not only unwise, but
directionless ... it makes no sense.

1.  Belief in God
2.  Trust in God and His Word
3.  Reliance on God
4.  Seek to obey/serve God

By faith, Abraham’s life had DIRECTION – he trusted in the
Lord’s leadership (the GPS he couldn’t see).
What about your life’s direction; do you trust God to lead you?

( p1012)

And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

(p1008) 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,

“By faith he went to live in the land of

heirs with him of the same promise.  For he was looking forward to
the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.”

2. Faith Clings To The Promises Of God

Abraham was the recipient of extraordinary promises from
God ... but he didn’t witness any of them, other than Isaac.
- He didn’t get to see the great nation that would come from him 

( p8).
- He didn’t get to see his name become great ( p8).
- He didn’t get to see that in him all the families of the earth

would be blessed ( p9).
- He didn’t get to see his offspring receive the land of promise

( p11).
- And according to Hebrews, Abraham looked forward to an even

greater land - the one designed/built by God ( p1008).
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And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

- Do you believe God rewards those who earnestly
seek him?  ( p1007)

- Do you believe God will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond your ability?  ( p957)

- Do you believe that if you humble yourself before
God, he will lift you up?  ( p1013)

(and so many MORE!)

And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

(p1008) 
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered

“By faith Sarah herself received power to

him faithful who had promised.  

3. Faith Realizes The Impossible

When God says he will do something, HE WILL DO IT ... even
if it seems impossible.

- They said, “Who then can be saved?” ( p825)

Jesus said something stunning to his apostles
after the rich young ruler walked away sad ... 
comparison: camel/eye of needle - rich/kingdom.

- Jesus said, “With man this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible” ( ).
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And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

4. Faith Embraces The Future
Abraham saw by faith the heavenly city - he was looking to the
future, even into eternity; so living in tents as ‘exiles on the 
earth’ was fine ( , p1008).

We also need to look past the ‘tents’!  Our vision
should be focused beyond the living conditions
that we don’t care for much.

Remember the story of the deacon’s prayer (email): he prayed
how much he hated buttermilk, and lard, and flour ... but when
mixed and baked ... he loved Biscuits!

We may be unable to see the good that is
happening in our uncomfortable ‘tent’ life, but if we
are living faithfully before God, that faith needs to
‘see’ what God is making (the future will be good). 

And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

5. Faith Passes The SUPREME TEST
What was Abraham’s SUPREME TEST?
God commanded Abraham to GIVE UP (sacrifice) the son that
he had desired (and trusted God for) for years.

There was no greater possession that Abraham had
than this boy (all of God’s blessings promised to 
Abraham were tied up in this one young man).
- The test was: Abraham had to love God and his
commandment ... MORE.

- The Rich Young Ruler ( p877):  He
faced a similar Supreme Test

- Jesus put to the test the man’s love for his
wealth + his love for God/his commandments

- But the rich young man loved his wealth more



4/2/2020

6

And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

5. Faith Passes The SUPREME TEST (Cont’d)
We get tested many times throughout the span of our walk
with God.  Some of those tests are BIGGER than others.
But there may even be one that ends up being the
GRANDDADDY of them all!
Abraham’s test (as re-mentioned in p1008) was
his GRANDDADDY test.

- Did you surrender to God’s leadership even MORE?
If your faith is better for it, then it would be:  YES.

Do you think you have had yours yet?
If you consider one in your past: significant, think
about how you got through it.

- ... because we Believe in Him, Trust Him, Rely on
Him, and OBEY Him ... complete SURRENDER.

And 

Aspiring To GREAT FAITH

For FAITH to be proved genuine, it is tested by
FIRE ... may result in faith of greater QUALITY

(p1014) 

... but it depends on whether we pass the test!

(p995) 

- Timothy’s faith is described as SINCERE; and this faith was to
move him to fan into flame the gift of God given to him

- And then in , fear and faith are contrasted - fear is the
opposite of faith.  Fear = cowardice; Faith = confidence/trust

Believe, Trust, Rely, and Obey the Lord
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And 

Remember:

God “Saved Us and
Called Us To A
Holy Calling”

(2 Timothy 1:9)


