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Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5:25-27

Unless Otherwise Noted
Translation:  ESV

(p979)



4/18/2020

2

And 

Precious Church of Christ

Ephesians 5:25-27
– “sanctify” = to make holy (clean)
– “having cleansed her” = biblical commentator F.F.

Bruce: “Before the bride was presented to the
bridegroom she received a cleansing bath and was
then dressed in her bridal array.”

The church’s washing is done with the Word of God.
(p903) 

truth.”
“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is

- initially done with the gospel; baptism/forgiveness

– having been washed, the church will be presented to
himself (Christ) in splendor. - what a picture this is!

- your bride on wedding day: saw her in splendor
- was she not PRECIOUS in your sight?
- your eyes saw no spots, wrinkles, blemishes

And 

Precious Church of Christ

– the husbands are to love their wives as their own
bodies. - this pictures Christ and the Church

The church is His bride, and His bride becomes His body;
similar to the ‘one flesh’ of marriage ( p2).

Seeing this picture, can we say the church is insignificant?

- And the risen servant would experience prosperity in
the will of God ( ).

- it was prophesied that the once dead
servant of God would see his offspring ( ) (church);
made possible by the prolonging of his days ( ).

- through the works of HIS BODY

1.  Christ bought the church with his own blood ( )
2.  The church is the body of Christ ( )
3.  Christ is the head of the church ( )
4.  The church is the body of the saved ( )
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And 

And 

Precious Church of Christ

Its Plea ... Begins With The Head (The Lamb)
(p903) 

reality is the unity between the Father and the Son.
The greatest unity that exists in all

- What an extraordinary thing for Christ to desire for
his church.

And the believers ( ) are prayed for by Christ to
have the same unity the Father and Son have.

- Paul agrees with this; preaches it

(p952) 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that

“I appeal to you, brothers, by the

there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same judgment.”

“mind” – right/same understanding
“judgment” – is the outcome of the mind = the judgments,
decisions we make based on those understandings (practical)
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And 

Precious Church of Christ

To put it another way, the church is to be in unison in our
BELIEF and in our PRACTICE.
This is a blessed thing ...

(p519) 
when brothers dwell in unity!”

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is

We could say that church unity has 3 precious purposes:
1.  Divine Purpose: to share/participate in the divine unity of

the Father and Son ( )

2.  Edification Purpose: for the benefit of the spiritual growth
of the church ( )

3.  Evangelistic Purpose: – “so that the world may
believe that you have sent me.”

We are divinely called that “we ALL reach unity in the 
faith” (truth), and become mature in our spiritual walk
( p977-8);  3 precious purposes = maturity

And 

Precious Church of Christ

What Is The Basis For Church Unity?
(p894) 

believed him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my
“So Jesus said to the Jews who had

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”
Conditional Statement: we will belong to Christ IF we
continue in his word.

- HIS word is the full revelation of the New Testament
( p902).

Lesson is this: It is imperative that HIS word be the
means by which we pursue unity ... not by means of
compromise.

- Spirit revealed Jesus’ words

(p899) 
receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken

“The one who rejects me and does not

will judge him on the last day.”
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And 

In a world where there are some 34,000 distinct 
religious groups out there claiming to be 

Christian, all believing and practicing different 
things ...

... the world needs to see the unity of
Christ’s ONE CHURCH (Matt 16:18; Eph 4:4) 

based on the ONE FAITH (Eph 4:5)
of the New Testament

Precious Church of Christ

And 

Precious Church of Christ

Many things could be said ... will keep it simple as it
relates to the TRUTH OF GOD.

(p992) 
writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know

“I hope to come to you soon, but I am

how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the
church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.”
“pillar” – holding up/displaying the truth
“buttress” (ground) – maintains the truth, unshakeable, is a
firm foundation of the truth

What do these passages tell us to do with the truth?
We teach it, preach it, practice it, model it, defend it.
Doctrine that is false is identified as being so.

- also see (p1027)
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And 

And 

Precious Church of Christ

We cannot have Christ without his Church!
If we, as Christians, truly see ...

1.  Christ’s church as SIGNIFICANT ...
2.  That it is to be UNIFIED by means of the TRUTH ...
3.  And that it has the God-given RESPONSIBILITY to share

that truth in a world confused by false doctrine ... 

... then the will of the Lord will PROSPER in the hand of
His Son ( p614).

(p901) 
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither

“Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch

can you, unless you abide in me.”


